Citizen Resolution # 020120

(For Hearing Officer completion)

INCREASE THE MUSKY SIZE LIMIT ON
BUTTERNUT LAKE (PRICE/ASHLAND COUNTY)
FROM 28” TO THE STATEWIDE LIMIT OF 40”.

Butternut Lake had too many Musky’s in the early 2000’s. This adversely impacted
their growth and the population of other species (bullheads, suckers etc) in the
lake. The DNR addressed this beginning in 2007 by removing and transferring 116
muskies to another WI lake (40 were also killed for testing). The plan was to
transfer more but the VHS outbreak prevented that. In 2012, the Musky size limit
was reduced to 28” when the state limit was increased to 40”. The hope was that
anglers would keep smaller Musky’s to further reduce the population. Keeping
Musky’s was promoted by the both the DNR and the Lake Association as a way to
reduce the population. My understanding is the new preliminary report for
Butternut Lake shows that the population has now reached the 2005 Lake Plan
goal of .2/.3 adults per acre. The Musky population has been successfully reduced
by both the transfer of fish and the reduced size limit. Since the population goal
has been achieved, there is no reason to continue the 28” size limit. In fact,
continuing the 28’ size limit would logically reduce the population even further, to
a point of adversely impacting the Musky population and fishing in the lake.

Would you support increasing the Musky size limit in Butternut Lake
(Price/lAshland County) from 28” to the statewide size limit, 40”7

Greg Schauer

N16685 Lakeshore Drive
Butternut, WI 54514
grschauer@gmail.com
Price/Ashland County

Signature:

Resolutions introduced at each Spring Hearing are public documents under Wisconsin's Open Records law [ss. 19.31-19.39, Wis.
Stats.] and will be posted online for the public to review. Any personally identifiable information will be available to the public but will
only be used by the Department for administrative purposes.

Please print typed resolution on 8 ¥2 X 11 white paper (one-sided) and provide the WCC County Chair with TWO
COPIES at the spring hearing. Only the individual author or designated representative may present the resolution. The
author or designated representative must be present at the time the resolution is introduced. No more than two resolutions
may be introduced by any person during the Congress portion of the spring hearings.

Contact one of your local WCC delegates with questions or for assistance with writing your resolution.
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